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COMMENTARIFS ON THE LAWS OF ENGLAND. By Sir William Blackstoni, Kt.
Edited by Carey Jones. Volumes I and II. Pp. 2770. San Francisco:
Bancroft-Whitney Co. z915.
Whatever tendency may have appeared in the modern development of
legal education to exclude them from regular curricula of instruction, the
fact still remains that Blackstone's Commentaries continue to be the great
beacon light of the English Common Law. Designed and prepared originally
as a "gineral and comprehensive plan of the Laws of England,' they still ful-
fill just that function and provide for the pilgrim who is about to start upon
his journey in search of an understanding of the law a guiding star which
never fails, but shines brighter and with greater power at each succeeding
stage. Explained, enlarged and adapted to the changes in the law by edition
after edition both in England and America, they are today, as ever, the
ground work upon which the student begins to build. For this reason, if
for no other, a new edition at this time is most welcome.
But it is not the Commentaries alone which make this edition by Pro-
fessor Jones particularly valuable. While the text of the original is prob-
ably as faithfully reproduced here as in any American edition, having been
taken without change from that prepared by the late William A. Hammond.
former Dean of the St. Louis Law School, and published in i8go, the particu-
lar significance of this work is that the best of the justly famous Hammoid•
monographic notes are reprinted, together with many other comprehensive
notes by the editor, and extracts from standard legal works. In this way the
two volumes are illuminating in an exhaustive way both for ready reference
and authoritative information. The Hammond notes need no explanation.
All those of a controversial character, which served their purpose in their
author's edition of Blackstone, have been wisely omitted by Professor Jones,
who rightly feels that no longer does Blackstone need to be vindicated. On
the other hand, all those which are explanatory in any degree, and which in
fact made the Hammond Edition of Blackstone of such great practical value,
have been preserved. These have been supplemented by copious extracts
from the works of such writers as Stephen, Holland, Pollock, Dicey, Mait-
land, Williams, Minor, Ames, Langdell, Thayer, Wigmore and a host of
others. In addition to these, the many notes by the editor and his colleagues
in the School of Jurisprudence of the University of California, illustrate in
able nianner important modern modifications or innovations in the Common
Law. By this method, Professor Jones has produced a work which should
be destined to become of great material assistance to the student of the law
and of vital interest to the active practitioner.
The mechanical features of the edition are to be commended. Section
heads are printed in black-face type and the paragraph arrangements are
carefully planned for ready reference and comprehension. A complete index
adds greatly to the practical value of the work. All of Blackstone's original
outlines and analyses are retained. All together, this edition cannot be
praised too highly.
Z.B. S.
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CONVENTIONS AND DECLARATIONS CONCaNING WAR, ARBITRATION AND NEU-
TALUTY. In English. French and German. The Hague: Martinus
Nijhoff. xgis.
This small publication, the contents of which are very adequately de-
scribed by the title, is a collection of the Conventions and Declarations of the
last half century concerning the settlement of disputes, the conduct of war
and the rights and duties of neutral nations, to which the respective countries
of the world have been parties signatory. The text, of which there are
English, French and German translations, includes the Declarations of Paris
in 1856, of St. Petersburg in i868, of The Hague in 1899, and of London in
igo9. and the Conventions of Geneva in ioo6. and the Second Peace Con-
ference at The Hague in i9o7.
A list of valuable information is contained in the table of signatures to
and ratifications of the Conventions of the Second Peace Conference, and the
list of reservations upon which the acceptances of the Conventions by the
Signatory Powers were conditioned. Owing to the fact that each Conveh-
tion contains an article providing that it shall not apply except between con-
tracting powers, and then only if all the belligerents are parties to it, such
a table is indispensable in ascertaining which of the Convensions, if any, are
binding in the pusent war. It is to be regretted, however, that a similar
table of the contracting parties to the other Conventions and Declarations
has not been appended. p.C. W.
THE LAW OF INTERSTAIE COMMERCE (THIRD EDITION). By Frederic N.
Judson. Pp. xxix, io66. Chicago: T. H. Flood & Company. 1916.
The fact that this third edition of Mr. Judson's treatise on Interstate
Commerce is more than twice the size of the first edition published in 19o5
constitutes tangible evidence of the extent to which this branch of the law
has developed in the past decade. Moreover, the rapid growth of this
important subject not only justifies, but also requires, restatement in order
that recent legislative enactments and judicial decisions may be accorded
proper consideration.
The present volume follows in general the plan of the original volume,
and opens with a discussion of the constitutional aspects of the problems to
be considered. This discussion is followed by chapters dealing with business
combinations in interstate commerce, labor combinations in interstate com-
merce, federal control of state railroad regulation, the Interstate Commerce
Act, the Anti-trust Act of 189o, the Employers' Liability Act, Safety Appli-
ances Act. the Hours of Service Act, and the Twenty-eight Hour Act. There
is an appendix in which the text of these various acts is set forth at length.
The author's style is lucid and concise, and his treatment of the various
topics is thorough and instructive. The volume will undoubtedly prove of
helpful assistance to those attorneys whose practice requires a knowledge of
the acts of Congress referred to. and the decisions thereunder.
Henry Wolf BikM.
